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Monthly Digest 
June -2018 

 
Dear readers, 
This Monthly GK Digest is a complete docket of important news and events that occurred in a month of June 2018. We have 
compiled important & expected questions, which can be asked in upcoming Banking interviews and all upcoming Banking & 
Insurance exams. 
 

 

Banking & Financial Awareness 
 

1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced its 

second Bi- monthly Monetary Policy Rates for 2018-19 

in Mumbai. 

Note:  

➢ RBI increase the policy repo rate under the 

liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by 25 basis 

points to 6.25%. 

➢ The reverse repo rate under the LAF stands 

adjusted to 6.0%. 

➢ The marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the 

Bank Rate to 6.50%. 

➢ Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) remains unchanged at 

4%. 

2. According to the data released by the Central Statistics 

Office, Indian economy grew in the fourth quarter of 

2017-18 is 7.7%. 

Note: The GDP had expanded 5.6%, 6.3% and 7%, in the 

first three quarters of 2017-18. 

3. HDFC bank has been recognized with the Champion 

Security Award in the India & South Asia category at the 

14th Visa Asia Pacific Security Summit. 

Note: The Award is a mark of excellence reflecting 

leadership in risk management and payment security 

performance. The award recognizes banks who apply 

international best practices to every aspect of keeping 

electronic transactions secure. 

HDFC Bank has reliably exhibited at high-level of risk 

management proficiency, which has constantly created a 

safe payment environment for consumers and merchants 

in India & South Asia. 

4. Mahesh Kumar Jain is the new Deputy Governor at 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for a term of three years. 

Note: Currently, he is the Managing Director and CEO 

of IDBI Bank. The existing three Deputy Governors of RBI 

are Shri B.P. Kanungo, Dr. Viral V. Acharya and N S 

Vishwanathan. 

5. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has organized Financial 

Literacy Week from 1st- 8th June 2018, across the nation. 

Note:  This year theme is Customer Protection. The 

objective of the Financial Literacy Week is to create 

financial awareness among bank customers about 

financial products and services, good financial practices, 

and digitization.  

6. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to allow 
voluntary transition of Urban Cooperative Banks 
meeting certain prescribed criteria into Small 
Finance Banks.  
Note: High Powered Committee on Urban Cooperative 
Banks (chaired by R. Gandhi) had recommended the 
voluntary conversion of large Multi-State UCBs into 
Joint Stock Companies and other UCBs which meet 
certain criteria into Small Finance Banks.  

7. The Corporation Bank bagged ‘Investor Relations 

Awards 2018’ under the category Best Expectation 

Management (Mid Cap) for the financial-year 2017-18. 

Note: Corporation Bank General Manager U. 

Chandrakanth Nayak received the award at the award 

ceremony in Mumbai. 

8. According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Interest 

subsidy scheme on short-term crop loans (up to three 

lakh rupees) will be implemented through the Direct 

benefit transfer mode. 

Note: The Centre has earmarked 15,000 crore rupees for 

2018-19 towards interest subvention for short-term crop 

loans.The scheme will be required to be settled as 

applicable in Plan Scheme namely Scheduled Caste, 

Scheduled Tribe and North East Region among others.  

9. The World Bank has approved Water Resources and 

River Development Ministry’s Rs 6000 crore worth 

central sector scheme Atal Bhujal Yojana. 

Note: The scheme will be implemented over a period of 

five years with assistance from the World Bank. The 

scheme proposal has already been recommended by the 
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Expenditure Finance Committee and the Ministry will be 

seeking Cabinet approval for the project shortly. 

10. According to the reports published by the Sydney-based 

Institute of Economics and Peace, India’s rank on Global 

Peace Index 2018 is 136th. 

Note: India has moved up four places to the 136th rank 

among 163 countries on the 2018 Global Peace 

Index.Iceland remains the most peaceful country in the 

world, a position it has held since 2008. 

11. Market regulator SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board 

of India) has set up a panel to recommend the ways to 

make stock market listing attractive for startups. 

Note:  According to SEBI, the group has been formed 

after discussion with various stakeholders. It will open a 

new way for finance if entrepreneurs find it difficult to 

obtain capital from traditional sources of finance such as 

banks and financial institutions. 

12. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made changes in 

Gold Monetisation Scheme (GMS) scheme to enable 

people to open a hassle-free gold deposit account. 

Note: According to RBI, the short-term deposits should 

be treated as bank's on-balance sheet liability. These 

deposits will be made with the designated banks for a 

short-period of 1-3 years (with a facility of rollover). The 

interest rate payable in the case of deposits for 

maturities with broken periods should be calculated as 

the sum of interest for the completed year plus interest 

for the number of remaining days. 

13. Industrial production expanded in April this year on 

improved performance by manufacturing and mining 

sectors by 4.9%. 

Note:  The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) for March 

this year has been revised upwards to 4.6% from 4.4% 

estimated earlier. As per the data released by the Central 

Statistics Office, the manufacturing sector recorded a 

growth of 5.2% in April this year (up from 2.9% a year 

ago).  

14. A Sunil Mehta committee has been constituted to 

examine setting up of ARC for faster resolution of 

stressed assets of Public Sector Banks (PSBs). 

Note: The Union finance ministry has set up a committee 

to examine the possibility of setting up an Asset 

Reconstruction Company (ARC) or an Asset Management 

Company (AMC) to fast track resolution of stressed 

assets.   

15. India has been ranked 177th among 180 nations at the 
2018 Global Environment Performance Index (EPI) 
rankings. 

16. As per latest Fitch Ratings report “Global Economic 
Outlook, India’s growth forecast for FY19 -- 7.4%. 

17. The SoftBank Group has decided to invest USD 60-100 

billion in solar power generation in India. 

Note: SoftBank and the government are expected to 

reach a formal agreement soon after final arrangements 

are made.The company is expected to make the 

investment through a fund backed by Saudi Arabia's 

government. 

18. The Karnataka Bank Ltd. has launched ‘KBL-Deposit 

Only Card’ that enables hassle-free cash deposit 

transactions at the bank’s 24X7 e-lobby services. 

Note: This card is specially meant for the bank’s 

current/overdraft customers. Customers can perform 

cash deposit transactions even with higher deposit limit 

at the bank’s bunch note acceptor (BNA) or cash recycler 

kiosks by using this card. 

19. According to data released by Ministry of Commerce, 

India's exports grew by in May 2018 as compared to 

same period of last year -- 20.18%. 

Note: The cumulative value of exports for the month of 

April and May during the current fiscal was over 54 

billion dollars. 

Imports during May 2018 were valued at 43.48 billion 

dollars which was 14.85% higher than the imports in 

May last year. 

20. According to the SBI Research report estimates, 

additional gain in revenue in the current fiscal due to 

surge in oil prices and better tax collection due to Good 

and Services Tax (GST) -- 37,426 crore rupees. 

Note: The report says that Gujarat, Haryana, 

Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Punjab have 

gained the maximum from GST while Karnataka, Bengal, 

UP, MP and Assam have reported a decline in tax 

collection post-GST.Sixteen out of twenty-four states 

have seen their revenues rising, with the aggregate gain 

being 18,698 crore rupees for FY18. 

21. Reserve Bank of India has revised the Priority Sector 

Lending (PSL) guidelines for housing loans with 

Affordable Housing definition under the Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana (PMAY). 

Note: Housing loans of up to 35 lakh rupees for dwellings 

costing less than 45 lakh rupees, will be treated as 

priority sector lending to give a fillip to the low-cost 

segment. Priority Sector Lending (PSL) is relatively 

cheaper than a market interest rate. 

22. Muthoot Fincorp Limited has announced to 

partnership with National Skill Development 
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Corporation to train over 10,000 youth over the next 

three years and make them job ready. 

Note: Under the scheme, Muthoot Fincorp targets to 

train over 10,000 people over the next three years and 

make them job ready. 

23. Leading Inventory and Accounting software solution 

company Marg ERP limited has partnered with ICICI 

Bank to offer an integrated payments platform to Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) customers. 

Note: This integration aims to promote 'Connected 

Banking' and enables ICICI Bank's current account 

holders to securely connect their bank account with the 

MARG ERP software 

24.  The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for grant 

of permission to the HDFC Bank to raise additional share 

capital of up to a maximum of 24,000 crore rupees. 

25. The Bank of Baroda has mandated IT majors IBM & 

Accenture to create an IT Centre of Excellence (ITCoE) 

and Analytics Centre of Excellence (ACoE) as part of the 

bank’s strategy to use technology to drive growth. 

Note: The twin centers are part of a comprehensive 

digital roadmap drawn up to enhance the quality of 

business, growth, portfolio diversification and fee-

income using technology. 

26. The Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of 

India (IRDAI) has allowed Life Insurance Corporation of 

India (LIC) to invest up to 51% in IDBI Bank. 

Note: This is a special case dispensation that has been 

given to LIC and the 15% equity investment cap still 

remains. According to the regulator's norms on 

investment, insurance companies cannot hold more than 

15% stake in any company. LIC holds 10.8% in IDBI Bank 

and will buy the additional stake using the policyholder 

account funds. 

27. The ICICI bank has appointed Girish Chandra Chaturvedi 

as an additional (independent) director effective for a 

period of 3 years. 

Note: ICICI Bank's current chief executive Chanda 

Kochhar is on indefinite leave.Former bureaucrat Mr. 

Chaturvedi holds a M.Sc. (Social Policy and Planning in 

Developing Countries) degree from London School of 

Economics. 

28. The Finance ministry will come up with a mechanism to 

identify wrong input tax credit claims under GST regime 

and unearth tax evasion worth 40 thousand crore 

rupees. 

Note: The government is coming up with the mechanism 

to fill the gaps through use of IT to match invoices and 

identify wrong claims. There may be a case of 10% 

wrong input credit claim out of four lakh crore rupees of 

claims raised per month.   

29. Mr. B. Sriram has been appointed as the IDBI Bank's 

CEO and Managing Director (MD) for three months. 

Note: He will replace incumbent Mahesh Kumar Jain who 

was named Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI). Sriram has been working as the MD 

(Corporate and Global Banking) in SBI since July 2014.  

30. The RBL Bank has raised its stake in Swadhaar Finserve 

Pvt. Ltd to 100% from 60.48%. 

Note: The bank has bought the stake it did not own from 

US-based non-profit Accion.Swadhaar FinServe started 

operations as a non-banking finance company in 2008 

31. Securities and Exchange Board (SEBI) has approved 

amendments to buyback and takeover regulations and 

changed the time for announcing the price band of initial 

public offering (IPO) from 5 to 2 days. 

32. The Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) has 

extended USD 10 million worth of line of credit (LOC) to 

Seychelles. 

Note: With this agreement for USD10 million, Exim Bank 

has extended two LOCs to Seychelles, taking the total 

value to $28 million. 

 

Obituaries 
 

1. Former Himachal Pradesh governor & Congress leader 

Urmila Singh passed away due to illness in Indore. 

Note:  She was appointed as the governor of Himachal 

Pradesh in 2010. 

2. American fashion Designer Kate Spade was found 

dead in her Park Avenue apartment New York after 

committing suicide. 

Note: She especially known for her sleek handbags. 

Spade first worked as a journalist, launched her 

eponymous fashion label in 1993 with her husband 

Andy and the help of outside investors.
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3. Britain’s Nightclub Owner Peter Stringfellow passed 

away after suffering from cancer. 

Note:  He opened his first club Convent Garden in 

London in 1980. 

4. Renowned lyricist Rasaraj Narayan Prasad Singh 

passed away at his residence in Bhubaneswar(Odisha). 

Note: He was the lyricist of several popular melodious 

songs in Odia cinema. Some of his soulful and melodious 

songs in Odia cinema are ‘Jeevan Jamuna re Juara uthere’, 

‘Ratani gaja gamani’, ‘Ae ta kali kaal reeti biparita bhai 

re’. 

5. Legendary Brazilian tennis player Maria Bueno passes 

away in Sao Paulo. 

Note: Maria Bueno won three Wimbledon and four US 

championship singles titles. 

6. US celebrity chef and TV personality Anthony Bourdain 

has been found dead in his hotel room in France. 

Note: Mr. Bourdain was an American celebrity chef, 

author, travel documentarian, and television personality 

who starred in programs focusing on the exploration of 

international culture, cuisine, and the human condition. 

He was considered one of the most influential chefs in 

the world by many commentators. 

7. The senior Congress leader and former Union minister 

Laliteshwar Prasad Shahi passed away in New Delhi. 

Note: Shahi was a freedom fighter and a former CWC 

member. He was first elected to the Bihar Legislative 

Assembly in 1980 and became an MP from Muzaffarpur 

in Bihar in 1984. 

8. Popular Kumaoni folk singer Pappu Karki passed away 

in a car accident near Haidakhan in Nainital district. 

Note: Karki is originally from Thal in Pithoragarh district 

of Uttarakhand. 

9. Senior Journalist and writer Adiraju Venkateswara Rao 

worked for several Telugu and English dailies passed 

away. 

Note:  In 1969, he played an active role in the separate 

Telangana agitation. 

10. The veteran journalist of Rising Kashmir passed away_-- 

Shujaat Bukhari. 

Note: Veteran journalist and editor of Srinagar based 

Rising Kashmir newspaper Shujaat Bukhari was shot 

dead by unidentified gunmen outside his office. 

11. Five-time British Open champion Australian golfing 

Peter Thomson passed away at his home in Melbourne. 

Note: Thomson was the first from the country to win the 

British Open when he took the title in 1954.He was 

inducted into the World Golf Hall of Fame in 1988. 

12. United States political commentator and Pulitzer Prize 

winner Charles Krauthammer passed due to cancer. 

Note: Krauthammer’s column has been published in The 

Washington Post since 1984. He regularly appeared as 

political analyst on Fox News. 

13. Ex-South Korean PM Kim Jong-pil passed away due to 

age-related complications at Seoul. 

Note: A retired lieutenant colonel Kim was a key member 

of a 1961 coup that put army, Maj. Gen. Park Chung-hee 

in power until his 1979 assassination.He served twice as 

Prime Minister from 1971-to 1975 and 1998 to 2000. 

14. American poet and writer Donald Hall passed away in 

New Hampshire. 

Note: He wrote more than 40 books and half of which 

were works of poetry.He was the United States Poet 

Laureate (for 2007-08) and received the Robert Frost 

Medal (in 1991) and the National Medal of Arts (in 

2010).  

15. South African Indian cinema doyen Moosa Moosa 

passed away due to heart attack after undergoing 

surgery. 

Note: In 2007, Moosa received the South African Film 

and Television Industry Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Moosa will be remembered as a courageous and 

articulate business man who was determined in his 

challenge of white monopolies in the 1980’s. 

 

New Appointments 
 

1. Giuseppe Conte was sworn in as Prime Minister of 
Italy’s new populist government. 
Note: Mr. Conte will head a government of ministers 
from the anti-establishment Five Star Movement 
(M5S) and the far-right League Party. 

2. Abdel Fattah al-Sisi sworn in as Egypt's president for 
the second time. 

Note: Mr. Sisi took the oath in front of members of his 
government, after winning 97% of valid votes in the 
March presidential election.He won his first term in 2014 
with an overwhelming majority of the vote. 

3. The union Govt. has constituted a group headed by 
Industrialist Baba Kalyani (Bharat Forge Chairman) to 
study the Special Economic Zones (SEZ) Policy of India. 
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Note: The group will evaluate the SEZ policy, suggest 

measures to cater to the needs of exporters in the 

present economic scenario and make the SEZ policy WTO 

compatible. An SEZ is an area with economic regulations 

different from other areas of the same country and are 

generally export hubs. 

4. Ecuadorean Foreign Minister ‘Maria Fernanda Espinosa’ 

has been elected as the United Nations General Assembly 

President of its 73rd session beginning in September 

2018. 

Note:  Espinosa will become the fourth woman to hold 

the UNGA presidency.The previous women leaders of the 

Assembly were Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit (India) in 1953, 

Angie Elisabeth Brooks (Liberia)in 1969 and Sheikha 

Haya Rashed Al Khalifa (Bahrain) in 2006. 

5. Pippa Harris has been appointed as the new 
chairperson of British Academy of Film and Television 
Arts (BAFTA) for two years. 
Note: The BAFTA Film Awards are presented in an 
annual award show hosted by the British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) to honor the best 
British and international contributions to film. 

6. Omar Razzaz has been appointed Prime Minister of 

Jordan. 

Note: The Prime Minister of Jordan is the head of 

government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

7. Shri Arvind Saxena has been appointed as the acting 
chairman of the Union Public Service Commission 
(UPSC).  
Note: He will take over the charge from incumbent 
Vinay Mittal who completes his term on 19th June 
2018.The UPSC conducts civil services examination 
annually in three stages (preliminary, main and 
interview) to select officers for the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Foreign Service 
(IFS) and the Indian Police Service (IPS), among 
others. 

8. Ex-NIA chief Shri Sharad Kumar has been appointed 
as the Vigilance Commissioner in the Central Vigilance 
Commission. 
Note: Mr. Kumar retired in September last year after 
heading the National Investigation Agency(NIA) for 
over four years.At present, K V Chowdary is the CVC 
and T M Bhasin is the other vigilance commissioner. 

9. Senior bureaucrat S Ramesh has been appointed as 
Chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs (CBIC). 
Note: He will succeed Vanaja N. Sarna (current 
Chairman) who retires in June 2018.The Central Board 
of Indirect taxes and Customs (CBIC) is the nodal 

national agency responsible for administering 
Customs, GST, Central Excise, Service Tax & Narcotics 
in India.  

10. S Sundari Nanda has been appointed as the first woman 
Director General of Police (DGP) of Union Territory of 
Puducherry. 
Note: The incumbent DGP ‘S K Gauta’m has been 
transferred and posted in the National Capital Territory 
of Delhi (NCTD). The first woman IPS officer of the 
country ‘Kiran Bedi’ is the Lt Governor of the Union 
Territory Puducherry. 

11. Indian-American personality Dhivya Suryadevara has 
been named the Chief Finance Officer (CFO) of the US’ 
largest automaker, General Motors(GM). 

12. Conservative political newcomer Iván Duque has been 
elected president of Colombia. 
Note: Duque captured almost 54% of the vote, putting 
him 12 points ahead of former leftist guerrilla Gustavo 
Petro in a tense runoff election.Colombia is a sovereign 
state largely situated in the northwest of South America, 
with territories in Central America. 

13. The first woman Indian Air Force (IAF) fighter pilot from 
South India -- Meghana Shanbough. 
Note: She is the first from Karnataka (South India). 
Flying Officer Meghana Shanbough has become the sixth 
female fighter pilot to join the ranks of Indian Air Force 
(IAF). 

14. The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 
(IRDAI) has set up a 10-member committee headed by 
Suresh Mathur to review norms related to Insurance 
Marketing Firms (IMF). 
Note: The committee has been asked to revisit the IRDAI 
(Registration of Insurance Marketing Firms) Regulations, 
2015. 

15. Sandeep Bakhshi has been named as whole-time 
director and COO (Chief operating officer) of ICICI Bank. 
Note: Currently, Mr. Bakhshi is the Managing Director 
(MD) and CEO of ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Co. Ltd. 

16. The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) has 
named Bharti Enterprises’ chairman as honorary 
chairman -- Sunil Bharti Mittal. 
Note: The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is 
the largest, most representative business organization in 
the world. ICC has three main activities rule setting, 
dispute resolution, and policy advocacy. 

17. Senior IAS officer B V R Subrahmanyam has been 
appointed as the chief secretary of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Note: Chief Secretaries are members of the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) who are the administrative 
head of state governments. Chief Secretary is considered 
the Chief Executive of the state government and 
considered to be 'a linchpin' in the administration. 
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18. The union minister Jayant Sinha will head the 13-
member task force to prepare a road map for the 
implementation of unmanned aerial vehicle technology-  
Note: The task force to fast-track the roll-out of UAV 
technology would submit its report in six months. 

19. President ‘Tayyip Erdogan’ has declared victory in 
Presidential election of Turkey. 
Note: According to results released by state-run Anadolu 
Agency, Mr. Erdogan has secured an outright majority of 
52.5% in poll. Erdogan's closest rival, Muharrem Ince 
(Republican People's Party) received 30.8% of the votes.  

20. The union Government has appointed Managing Director 
(MD) of State Bank of India (SBI) -- Arjit Basu. 
Note: He will fill the position that fell vacant following 
the elevation of Rajnish Kumar as chairman.Now, the SBI 
will have four managing directors. 

21. The Union Government has appointed whole-time 
member of the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) for three years -- Anant Barua. 
Note: He has worked with National Fertilizers Ltd. (NFL), 
Industrial Finance Corporation of India (IFCI) and DCM 
Ltd.SEBI is responsive to needs of three groups, which 
constitute market, issuers of securities, investors and 
market intermediaries. 

22. The union Govt. has approved setting up of a Committee 
headed by E Sreedharan to lay down standards for 
metro rail systems in the country. 
Note: The objective of the committee is to cut costs in the 
construction and operation of metro rail systems in the 

country and bring them under the Make in India 
umbrella.It will also bring India to international 
standard. 

23. Pakistan’s National Security advisor Lt Gen (retd.) 
submitted his resignation to the Prime Minister-- Nasser 
Khan Janjua. 
Note: Janjua was appointed as NSA in October 2015 by 
the then prime minister Nawaz Sharif, replacing Sartaj 
Aziz.Gen Janjua was very active on Pak-Afghan relations 
and had been in touch with senior officials in Kabul on 
bilateral issues. 

24. Bollywood actress Sonakshi Sinha has joined forces with 
UNESCO to promote a safe and secure cyber environment 
for youngsters. 
Note: According to Sonakshi Sinha, it will equip boys and 
girls to be prepared to report any type of abuse or 
exploitation.UNESCO has (195-member states and ten 
associate members) is a specialized agency of the United 
Nations (UN) based in Paris. 

25. Mr. Janardan Singh Gehlot has been elected as the 
president of the International Kabaddi Federation for 
four years. 
Note: The England Kabaddi Association, headed by 
Ashok Das, was disaffiliated because of anti-federation 
activities.The Kabaddi game consists of three major 
disciplines:  Kabaddi (Traditional style), Beach Kabaddi 
(Beach style) and Circle Kabaddi (Circle style). 

 

Important News – India 
 

1. According to the world childhood index, India has been 

placed in the list of 175 countries in ‘End of Childhood 

Index 2018’ -- 113th. 

Note: The overall score of India in 2018 rose by 14 

points from 754 in 2017 to 768 on a scale of 

1000.Singapore and Slovenia are placed at the top 

sharing the first place in the index and Niger figures at 

the end of the list at 175. 

2. Google India has come up with the beta launch of a new 

app called -- Neighbourly. 

Note:  Neighbourly’ app will help to find queries to 

questions such safest park in an area or any affordable 

tutor available nearby. 

3. Ministry of Railways conducted a one-day workshop 

‘Mission Raftaar’ aimed at raising the average speed of 

freight trains and coaching trains in New Delhi. 

Note: The main objective of ‘Mission Raftar’ is doubling 

the average speed of freight trains and increasing 

average speed of coaching trains by 25kmph over a five-

year period. 

4. The Union Minister Maneka Gandhi laid the foundation 

stone of an advanced DNA forensic laboratory in the 

campus of Central Forensic Science Lab in Chandigarh. 

Note: The lab will have four units sexual assault and 

homicide, paternity, human identification, and 

mitochondrial.At present there are 6 Central Forensic 

Science Labs (CFSLs) in Chandigarh, Guwahati, Kolkata, 

Hyderabad, Pune and Bhopal and one State Forensic 

Science Lab in each State/UT.  

5. Defence Minister Smt Nirmala Sitharaman flagged-in the 

expedition team to Mt. Everest conducted successfully by 

National Institute for Mountaineering & Allied Sports 

(NIMAS) Dirang, Arunachal Pradesh. 

Note: It is for the first time that any National Institute 

expedition team has put eight members on the top of Mt. 

Everest in their maiden attempt.All the eight members of 
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the team successfully scaled the peak on 19 and 20 

May2018 without any casualty or cold injury 

6. The union Culture Ministry has introduced a new scheme 

to take care of the tax liability -- Seva Bhoj Yojna. 

Note: The scheme allowed for repayment of central GST 

and the Centre’s share of integrated GST paid for 

purchase of ‘specific items’.The objective of the scheme is 

to lessen the financial burden of such Charitable 

Religious Institutions who provide food free of cost 

without any discrimination to Public/Devotees.  

7. India Meteorological Department (IMD) has launched 

a new Ensemble Prediction Systems (EPS) to provide 

probabilistic weather forecasts up to the next 10 days. 

Note: These new systems shall improve upon 

deterministic forecasts that are prone to high margins of 

error. The EPS involves generation of multiple forecasts 

using slightly varying initial conditions.The India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) is an agency of the 

Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of India.  

8. India’s first deluxe train Deccan Queen from Mumbai to 

Pune marked 88 years of service. 

Note: The train began operations on 1st June 

1930.Currently, the Deccan Queen operates with 17 

coaches, 4 AC chair car, one buffet car, 10-second class 

chair car and two-second class cum brake vans. 

9. India successfully test-fired its indigenously developed 

nuclear capable Long Range Ballistic Missile -- Agni-V. 

Note: Agni-V is a solid fuelled intercontinental ballistic 

missile (ICBM) developed by Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) of India, strike range 

of 5,000 kilometres. The first missile of the Agni series 

(Agni-I) was developed under the Integrated Guided 

Missile Development Program and tested in 1989. 

10. President Ram Nath Kovind has inaugurated the two 

days Conference of Governors and Lieutenant Governors 

(49th) at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. 

11. The ministry will create new financial institution which 

will exclusively fund food processing projects -- Food 

Processing Ministry. 

Note: It will create capacity building in the field of risk 

assessment and lending to food processing sector.Under 

Prime Minister Kisan Sampada Yojana, Union Govt. is 

creating cold chain grid to link every nook and corner of 

the country by its 42 mega food parks and 234 cold chain 

projects. 

12. The first long-term LNG cargo from Russia arrives in 

Dahej, Gujarat. 

Note: The first LNG cargo under the long-term contract 

between GAIL and Gazprom Marketing & Trading 

Singapore (GMTS) of Russia arrived at the LNG terminal 

of Petronet LNG Ltd (PLL) in Dahej, Gujarat.The union 

Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra 

Pradhan received the first consignment at the terminal.  

13. Shri Shripad Yesso Naik has inaugurated the 3rd 

National Health Editors’ Conference on Yoga at Morarji 

Desai National Institute of Yoga (MDNIY) in New Delhi. 

Note: The main objective of the conference is to give 

insight to the media persons about the scientific aspects 

of yoga & its benefits for human health. 

14. The Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers Ananth 

Kumar has launched India's first oxo-biodegradable 

sanitary napkin in Bengaluru. 

Note: The affordable sanitary napkins will become 

available at over 3600 Janaushadhi Kendras functional in 

33 States and Union Territories. Sanitary napkins will 

decompose within three to six months unlike other 

sanitary pads that take over 500 years.  

15. The union Commerce and Industry Minister ‘Suresh 

Prabhu’ attended an Informal Gathering of World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) Ministers in Paris. 

Note: Mr. Prabhu stressed the need to work together 

quickly to address the challenges which the WTO is 

facing at present. Twenty-Eight members countries of 

the WTO and the Director General of the WTO attended 

the informal meeting. 

16. The Agriculture ministry has launched the ‘Krishi kalyan 

Abhiyaan’ from 1st June this year. 

Note: The objective of the scheme to help farmers in 25 

villages with more than 1,000 population each in 111 

Aspirational Districts identified in consultation with 

Ministry of Rural Development as per directions of NITI 

Ayog.  

17. Union Minister of IT and Law Ravi Shakar Prasad has 

released Bhagat Singh’s jail diary book at a function in 

New Delhi.  

Note:  The jail diary book is a compilation of Bhagat 

Singh's writings. Bhagat Singh had written (own 

handwriting) the diary during September 12, 1929 to 

March 22, 1931. 

18. Election Commission of India has launched its online 

RTI Portal ‘http://rti.eci.nic.in’ to facilitate applicants 

seeking information under the Right to Information Act. 

Note: Applicants seeking information from the 

Commission under the RTI Act can make use of the 
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online portal.There is also a gateway for making online 

payment of requisite fees under the RTI Act.There will be 

timely notification alerts to RTI applicant via SMS and E-

Mail. 

19. The Geo Intelligence Asia 2018 has been organized in 

New Delhi. 

Note: The theme of Seminar was ‘Geo Spatial: A Force 

Multiplier for Defence and Industrial Security’. 

20. Indian Railways has introduced a new mobile 

application “utsonmobile” which will enable booking and 

cancellation of unreserved tickets. 

Note: The app will also enable issue and renewal of 

season and platform tickets, check and load R-wallet 

balance and help maintain user profile management and 

booking history. The application is developed by Centre 

for Railway Information System (CRIS). 

21. India is the second highest sender of foreign students in 

the US. 

Note:  The United States is the top destination for foreign 

students worldwide and the number of Indian students 

in the US has more than doubled in the last 10 years.  

22. The union Minister of State for External Affairs V K Singh 

has flagged off the first batch of Kailash Mansarovar 

Yatra -2018 in New Delhi. 

Note: The Yatra is organized by the External Affairs 

Ministry every year between June and September.There 

are two routes for Yatra-through Lipulekh 

pass(Uttarakhand) and through Natu La pass(Sikkim). 

23. India Meteorological Department (IMD) will use flash 

flood guidance system for the first time in the country to 

forecast floods. 

Note: Currently, the Central Water Commission issues 

flood warnings.The national weather agency is preparing 

to launch this service from the next month.  

24. The Union Government has decided to establish India’s 

first national police museum in Chanakyapuri, Delhi. 

Note: The items will include brass insignia, ceremonial 

and operational head gears and uniforms, batons, belts, 

distinctive photographs of dog squads, mounted 

columns, and old copies of the Indian Police Act.The 

museum is expected to be inaugurated on Police 

Commemoration Day (21st October). 

25. The Union Govt. has launched 5,000 Wi-Fi Choupals in 

villages to delivery of rail tickets through Common 

Service Centres (CSCs) in New Delhi. 

Note: The move is aimed at transforming rural Internet 

connectivity through BharatNet. The WiFi Choupals will 

enable people in rural areas with an effective Internet 

access for their various digital processes. 

26.  The Railway Minister Piyush Goyal has launched two 

mobile applications 'Rail MADAD' & 'Menu on Rails' to 

ease the traveling experience. 

Note: Rail MADAD will enable travellers to lodge 

complaints. Menu on Rails will facilitate seamless 

ordering of food. 

27. President Ram Nath Kovind will launch the Solar 

Charkha Mission of the Ministry of Micro Small & 

Medium Enterprises (MSME) in New Delhi. 

Note:The Mission will cover 50 clusters and every 

cluster will employ 400 to 2000 artisans. The scheme 

also aims at linking five crore women across the country 

to the initiative.The Mission will disburse subsidy of Rs. 

550 crores to the artisans. 

28. The Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon 2018- 

Hardware edition will be held from 18-22nd June 2018. 

Note:The grand finale will take place simultaneously at 

10 institutions, including IITs of Kanpur, Kharagpur, 

Guwahati, CEERI Pilani, IISc Bengaluru among others.The 

Hardware edition is the innovative initiative by the 

Human Resources Development Ministry to provide 

national platform to young technical minds to showcase 

their innovations and creative products.  

29. According to Minister of communication (independent 

charge) Manoj Sinha 2.5 lacks gram panchayats to be 

provided broadband connectivity by March 2019. 

Note: One lakh gram panchayats have been provided 

with hi-speed broadband connectivity under the Bharat 

Net Project. The internet coverage has increased over 

75% from 251 million users to 446 million. 

30. US government has approved a deal to sell the Indian 

military six AH-64E Apache attack helicopters for 930 

million dollars__  

Note: Boeing and Tata (Indian partner) have begun to 

produce Apache fuselages at a plant in India, but 

approval concerns a direct sale of finished products from 

the US manufacturers.The contract includes night vision 

sensors, GPS guidance and hundreds of Hellfire anti-

armour and Stinger air-to-air missiles. 

31. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
Integrated Command and Control Centre set up at Naya 
Raipur (Chhattisgarh). 
Note: The Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP) is India's first and 
main producer of steel rails, as well as a major producer 
of wide steel plates and other steel products. It was set 
up with the help of the USSR in 1955. 
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32. Under Swachh Bharat Mission, the union government has 

added Iconic sites in third phase of its flagship project of 

Swachh Iconic Places (SIP) -- ten. 

Note: The sites are Raghavendra Swamy Temple 

(Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh), Hazardwari Palace 

(Murshidabad, in West Bengal), Brahma Sarovar Temple 

(Kurukshetra in Haryana), Vidur Kuti (Bijnor in Uttar 

Pradesh) and Nagvasuki Temple (Allahabad in Uttar 

Pradesh) and Mana village (Chamoli in Uttarakhand) and 

Kanvashram (in Uttarakhand). Besides, Pangong Lake 

(Leh-Ladakh in Jammu & Kashmir), Ima Keithal (Imphal 

in Manipur), Sabarimala Temple (Kerala).  

33. The Union government has approved a 33% increase in 

carpet area of houses eligible for interest subsidy under 

its affordable housing scheme -- Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana (Urban). 

Note: Now, the enhancements will enable more Middle-

Income Group customers to qualify for subsidy and avail 

the benefits provided under the flagship mission of 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban. The enhancement 

in carpet area will increase the construction activity and 

will give a push to housing sector. The new rules will be 

effective from 1st January 2017. 

34. Nitin Gadkari has released the Composite Water 

Management Index in New Delhi. 

Note: NITI Aayog has come up with the Index in view of 

limitations on availability of water resources and the 

rising demand for water. It is an attempt to inspire States 

and Union Territories towards efficient and optimal 

utilization of water followed by recycling. 

35. The Union Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has 

inaugurated the first office of leading defense PSU 

(Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) in Hanoi. 

Note: Sitharaman also held extensive talks with her 

Vietnamese counterpart during which both sides 

explored ways to further deepen military cooperation 

36.  M Venkaiah Naidu lays the foundation stone for sewage 
management system and storm water drainage system of 
Itanagar under AMRUT Scheme. 
Note: The objective of the project is to establish 
infrastructure that could ensure adequate robust sewage 
networks and water supply for urban transformation by 
implementing urban revival projects. 

37. The Union Information and Broadcasting Minister ‘Col 

Rajyavardhan Rathore’ has inaugurated the European 

Union Film Festival in New Delhi. 

Note: The festival will present screenings of a collection 

of 24 award-winning European films that show case 

different genres of European Cinema from drama, 

romance, comedy, documentary, animation, fairy tale and 

more.The festival will traverse through eleven cities - 

New Delhi, Chennai, Port Blair, Pune, Puducherry, 

Kolkata, Jaipur, Visakhapatnam, Thrissur, Hyderabad, 

and Goa till 31st of August. 

38. The Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari has released a 

book ‘Water productivity mapping of major Indian crops’ 

published by NABARD. 

Note: The book ‘Water productivity mapping of major 

Indian crops’ is based on study of 10 important crops by 

a team under the leadership of Dr. Ashok Gulati 

(agricultural economist). The ten important crops 

include rice, wheat, maize, pulses, oilseeds, sugarcane, 

cotton, and potato etc. 

39. The Madhya Pradesh govt. has inaugurated ‘School 

Chale Hum Abhiyan 2018’ to strengthen libraries in 

schools with the cooperation of society. 

Note: During the campaign, various activities will be 

organized to encourage children pursuing studies in the 

government schools across the state  

40. The conference on implementation of National Pension 

System (NPS) by the Central Autonomous Bodies (CABs) 

was held in New Delhi.  

Note: It was organized by Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority (PFRDA). 

41.  The Minister of State (I/C) for Tourism ‘KJ Alphons’ has 

launched the new ‘Incredible India’ website 

‘https://www.incredibleindia.org/’ in New Delhi. 

Note: The interactive website will showcase India as a 

holistic destination, revolving around major experiences 

such as spirituality, heritage, adventure, culture, yoga 

and wellness. The website has been developed by Tech 

Mahindra and powered by NIC Cloud. 

42. To honor soldiers, Indian Army is observing the year 

2018 as -- Year of Disabled Soldiers in Line of Duty. 

Note: The primary focus is towards alleviating the 

sufferings of these soldiers, who have done their duty 

with utmost dedication to the Nation and have been 

disabled for the life.  

43. The Union Water Resources Ministry has teamed up with 

technology giant Google to generate flood warnings.  

44. The 2018 National Yoga Olympiad has organized by 

National Council of Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT) at in CIET in New Delhi. 
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Note: The purpose of the Olympiad is to create positive 

attitude among all human beings and promote peaceful 

living in the society. 

45. The fourth meeting of the Governing Council of NITI 

Aayog was held under the Chairmanship of the Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New 

Delhi. 

Note: NITI Aayog's Governing Council discussed various 

issues, including measures taken to double farmers' 

income and progress of flagship scheme 

46. Maneka Gandhi has launched the Handbook on legal 

processes for Police in respect of Crime against Children 

in New Delhi. 

Note: Ms. Gandhi urged all stakeholders to unite in 

preventing and combating crimes against children. She 

highlighted that the government is committed to create a 

nation free of violence against women and children.  

47. The five-day Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon 

2018 – Hardware edition held in New Delhi. 

Note: The Grand Finale of the Hardware Hackathon will 

take place simultaneously at 10 prestigious institutions 

(Nodal centres) across India.The Hardware edition is the 

sub-edition of SIH2018. 

48. Prakash Javadekar launched the National Digital 

Library of India (NDLI), single window platform for all 

educational needs. 

Note: The library can be accessed at ndl.iitkgp.ac.in. The 

library is an integrated platform for schools, colleges, 

universities, teachers, and students. Over 35 lakh e-

books in more than 200 languages are available in the 

library. 

49. The 28th Plenary Meeting of the Nuclear Suppliers Group 

(NSG) was held in Jurmala, Latvia. 

Note: The NSG plenary meeting was chaired by 

Ambassador Jānis Zlamets of Latvia. The NSG reviewed 

the developments since the last meeting in Bern in 2017.   

50. The Human Resource Development (HRD) ministry 
has issued fresh guidelines for Selection of Teachers for 
the National Awards to celebrate the unique 
contribution of some of the finest teachers. 
Note: Government school’s teachers can send their 
entries directly for the awards and an independent 
national jury will finalize the nominations for the awards. 
This is a new initiative, as earlier entries were selected 
by the State Governments.  

51. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs had constituted a 
expert committee to update the National Voluntary 
Guidelines on Social, Environmental and Economic 
Responsibilities of Business (NVGs). 

Note: The draft has been placed on its website 
“www.mca.gov.in” for public comment till 20th July 2018. 
The updated version will be finalized after an assessment 
and review of suggestions and inputs received from 
stakeholders and wide consultations with the relevant 
Ministries, Business and Stakeholders.  

52. The Union Government has advised AC manufacturers to 
keep default setting at 24 degrees Celsius.  
Note: The government will consider making it 
mandatory setting for air conditioners in few months. 
Every one-degree increase in the air-conditioner 
temperature setting results in saving of 6 per cent of 
electricity consumed. 

53. Twenty-four labs have been set up by Centre of 
Excellence in Maritime & Shipbuilding (CEMS) a startup 
for skill development in the sector. 
Note: CEMS has established one of the first of its kind of 
infrastructure in Asia Pacific with 24 labs (6 in Mumbai 
and 18 in Vizag campus). With the setting up of these 
labs, CEMS is well-positioned to build competency in the 
maritime & shipbuilding sector through various courses 
ably supported by world class infrastructure, the 
statement added. 

54. The seventh India Minerals and Metals forum has been 
inaugurated in New Delhi. 
Note: The forum seeks to come up with solutions to 
leverage in the sector with the changing global 
scenario.The deliberations took cognizance on the need 
to consolidate small players for strengthening of overall 
health of the industry. 

55. The three-day annual festival ‘Sindhu Darshan’ 
celebrated on the bank of Indus River in Ladakh region of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
Note: It will be marked by holy dip in the Indus River, 
hosting of national flag and cultural programme of 
different areas of the country. The Festival organised by 
Sindhu Darshan Yatra Samiti and Ladakh Phandey 
Tsogspa, Leh. 

56. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs ministry has proposed to 
set up 3,000 Van Dhan Kendras involving 30,000 Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) of tribal community across the 
country. 

57. The world largest oil refinery cum petrochemical project 
is set to come up in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. 
Note: UAE's Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) 
along with Saudi Arabia's ARAMCO will together have a 
50% stake in the greenfield Ratnagiri refinery 
project.50% stake will be shared between ARMCO & 
ADNOC and the rest will be with Indian Oil, Hindustan 
Petroleum and Bharat Petroleum. 

58. Vice President M VenkaiahNaidu has released the Hindi, 
Kannada, Telugu & Gujarati versions of the book -- The 
Emergency: Indian Democracy’s Darkest Hour. 
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Note: The book is written by Prasar Bharati Chairperson 
A Surya Prakash. 

59. The world’s largest multilateral naval exercise has begun 
off Hawaii in the Western Pacific Ocean -- RIMPAC (the 
Rim of the Pacific Exercise). 
Note:The two-month long biennial exercise is likely to be 
attended by navies of 26 countries including 
India.RIMPAC is hosted and administered by the United 
States Navy's Pacific Fleet, headquartered at Pearl 
Harbor, in conjunction with Hawaii National Guard 
forces. 

60. The union External Affairs Minister ‘Sushma Swaraj’ has 
launched Mobile Passport Application ‘mPassport Seva 
App’ in New Delhi. 
Note: Now, Indian citizens can apply for a passport from 
any part of the country without computer and printer. 
Police verification will be done on the address (provided 
by the applicant on the app) and passport will be 
dispatched to the same address. 

61. President Ram Nath Kovind has launched a subsidy of 
550 crore rupees in the initial two years for 50 clusters 
Solar Charkha Mission. 
Note: The scheme is aimed at linking five crore women 
and self-help groups to the initiative.Ministry of Micro 
Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME) has provided 
training to over 15 lakh people over the past four years 
through its various initiatives and empower the people. 

62. Vice President M Venkata Naidu releases the book 
‘Human Rights, Values and Cultural Ethos’ in New 
Delhi. 
Note: The book is a collection of essays and lectures 
written by Dr. R.P. Dhokalia.The Epilogue of this book 
succinctly elaborates the role of education in ‘man-
making’, life-building’ and ‘character- strengthening’.  

63. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the two-
day 'Kabir Mahotsav' at Maghar, Uttar Pradesh. 
Note: Kabir (1440–1518) was an Indian poet, mystic and 
philosopher, and one of the Northern India Sants.The 
festival, organized by the Union Culture Ministry, will 
feature folk music, dance performances and musical 
theatre in which artistes from all over the country will 
participate.  

64. The Union Minister Suresh Prabhu has launched a mobile 
application ReUnite to helps track & trace missing and 
abandoned children in India. 
Note: The app is multiuser where parents and citizens 
can upload pictures of children, and provide detailed 
description like name, birthmark, address, report to the 
police station, search and identify missing kids. An NGO 

(Non-government organisation) Bachpan Bachao 
Andolan and Capgemini has developed this app. 

65. Nirmala Sitharaman delegates greater financial powers 
to DRDO units. 
Note: The powers of the secretary, Defence Research and 
Development to sanction projects and procure 
equipment have been enhanced from 75 crore rupees to 
150 crores. For the Directors General of the 
establishments from 50 crores to 75 crores.  

66. NITI Aayog has launched the first Delta Ranking 
(Incremental Progress) of the Aspirational Districts in 
the country between 31st March to May 31, 2018. 
Note:  The data was received on five developmental area 
Health and Nutrition, Education, Agriculture and Water 
Resources, Financial Inclusion and Skill Development, 
and Basic Infrastructure.The objective of the of Delta 
Ranking of Aspirational Districts is to spur a sense of 
competition among the dynamic teams in the districts. 

67. The Ayush Ministry is in the process of introducing 
Ayurvedic medicine as a subject for Sanskrit students --. 
Note: This will help in identifying the medicines and 
ayurvedic practices from the Sanskrit scriptures that are 
unexplored.  The students who have completed Plus Two 
in Sanskrit will be introduced to Ayurveda as a subject. 

68. The Union ministry of Woman and Child Development 
organized a day-long Seminar on Technology 
Partnerships for Steering POSHAN Abhiyaan called -- 
'TECH-THON'. 
Note: POSHAN Abhiyaan was launched by the Prime 
Minister on 8thMarch, 2018 in Jhunjhunu, 
Rajasthan.ICDS- Common Application Software has been 
specially designed to strengthen the Service Delivery 
System as well as the mechanism for Real Time 
Monitoring for nutritional outcomes. 

69. The navies of India and Indonesia participated in Passage 
Exercise--PASSEX-2018. 
Note: This exercise was decided during Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit to Indonesia for enhancing 
maritime cooperation. From the Indian side, INS Shakti 
and INS Kamorta under the command of Rear Admiral 
Dinesh K Tripathi, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern 
Fleet participated in the event. 

70. The fourth National Consultation Meeting of Ministers of 
States & UTs held in New Delhi. 
Note: The objective of the meeting is to discussion on 
measures required to maintain and manage prices of 
essential food items at reasonable level through 
appropriate policy intervention.    
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Important Day 
 

1. The Global Day of Parents is observed every year on -- 
1st June. 
Note: The Global Day provides an opportunity to 
appreciate all parents in all parts of the world for their 
selfless commitment to children and their lifelong 
sacrifice towards nurturing this relationship. 

2. The World Milk Day being observed every year on -- 1st 
June. 
Note: The day is intended to provide an opportunity to 
bring attention to activities connected with the dairy 
sector.The World Milk Day is a day established by the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
to recognise the importance of milk as a global food. 

3. The first World Bicycle Day (WBD) is observed by United 
Nations (UN) on -- 3rd June 2018  
Note: The WBD raise awareness about the multiple 
societal benefits of using the bicycle for transport and 
leisure. The WBD was approved on 12th April 2018 as an 
official United Nations day of awareness about the 
multiple societal benefits of using the bicycle for 
transport and leisure. 

4. The International Day of Innocent Children Victims of 
Aggression is a United Nations (UN) observance each 
year on 4th June. 
Note: The day was established on 19th August 1982.Its 
purpose expanded to acknowledge the pain suffered by 
children throughout the world who are the victims of 
physical, mental, and emotional abuse. 

5. The World Environment Day (WED) observed every year 
across the world on 5th June. 
Note: The World Environment Day is a platform for 
encouraging awareness and propagating the need for 
protecting the environment.The theme for World 
Environment Day 2018 is " Beat Plastic Pollution". 

6. The World Oceans Day observed annually on -- 8th June. 
Note: The main action focus is to prevent plastic 
pollution and encourage solutions for a healthy ocean. 
The United Nations General Assembly had designated 8th 
June as the World Oceans Day in 2008. 

7. The World Day Against Child Labour held every year on -
- 12th June. 
Note: This year, the World Day Against Child Labour and 
the World Day for Safety and Health at Work shine a 
spotlight on the global need to improve the safety and 
health of young workers and end child labour. 

8. The International Albinism Awareness Day was observed 
on -- 13th June. 
Note: lbinism is a rare, non-contagious, genetically 
inherited difference present at birth and it is still 
profoundly misunderstood, socially and medically. 

9. The World Blood Donor day is being observed across the 
globe on -- 14th June. 
Note: The day raise awareness of the need for regular 
blood donations to ensure the quality, safety and 
availability of blood and blood products for patients in 
need.The theme for 2018 Blood Donation Day is 'Be there 
for someone else. Give blood. Share life'. 

10. The International Domestic Workers Day (IDWD) is 
observed on -- 16th June. 
Note:On this day in 2011, IDWD was declared to 
commemorate the adoption of International Labour 
Organization (ILO) Convention C189. 

11. The World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought is 
observed on  -- 17th June.  
Note: Its purpose is to raise awareness of the presence of 
desertification and drought, highlighting methods of 
preventing desertification and recovering from drought. 

12. The Goa Revolution Day (GRD) has celebrated on -- 18th 
June 2018. 
Note: On this day in 1946, freedom fighter Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohia gave a clarion call to the people of the 
state to unite and fight against the Portuguese colonial 
regime. 

13. The World Sustainable Gastronomy Day (WSGD) is 
observed every year on -- 18th June. 
Note:The day reaffirms that all cultures and civilizations 
are contributors and crucial enablers of sustainable 
development.    

14.  The International Day for the Elimination of Sexual 
Violence in Conflict is observed every year on -- 19th 
June. 
Note: The 2018 theme is “The Plight and Rights of 
Children Born of War”. 

15. The International Olympic Day (IOD) is observed every 
year on -- 23rd June. 
Note: The ‘Olympic Day’ was introduced in 1948 to 
commemorate the birth of the modern Olympic Games 
on 23rd June 1894 at the Sorbonne in Paris. The three 
pillars of Olympic Day are ‘move’, ‘learn’ and ‘discover’. 

16. The International Widows day (IWD) is observed every 
year on --23rd June. 
Note: The day addresses the poverty and injustice faced 
by millions of widows and their dependents in many 
countries. The International Widows Day was 
established by The Loomba Foundation. 

17. The United Nations Public Service Day is observed every 
year on -- 23rd June. 
Note: The day recognize the work of public servants and 
to encourage young people to pursue careers in the 
public sector. The day seeks to mark the invaluable 
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contributions of public servants and administrators to 
build a better world for all. 

18. The Day of the Seafarer (DotS) was observed by the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) on 25 June. 
Note: The theme of the 2018 Day of the Seafarer theme 
was ‘Seafarers' wellbeing’.The Day was proclaimed with 
an aim to recognize the unique contribution made by 
seafarers from all over the world to international 
seaborne trade and civil society as a whole. 

19. The United Nations’ (UN) International Day Against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking is observed every year on 
26th June. 
Note: The day raise awareness of the major problem that 
illicit drugs represent to society. A National Toll-Free 
Helpline- 1XXX-XX-0031 has also been launched to assist 

the alcoholics and drug dependent persons, their family 
members and community. 

20.  The UN Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 
(MSME) Day is observed every year on -- 27th June. 
Note: The day recognize the importance of MSME in 
achieving sustainable development goals and in 
promoting innovation, creativity, and sustainable work 
for all.  

21. The “Statistics Day” is being observed every year in India 
on 29th June. 
Note: The day acknowledges the notable contribution of 
Late Professor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis in the 
fields of statistics, statistical system and economic 
planning. The 2018 theme is “Quality Assurance in 
Official Statistics”. 

 

States News 
 

1. The Andhra Pradesh govt. has announced to residual its 

state symbols for its own separate identity. 

Note: The state bird of Andhra Pradesh state is Rama 

Chiluka (psittacula krameri) or rose ringed parakeet. 

Earlier, the state bird of undivided Andhra Pradesh was 

Indian Roller (coracias benghalensis) or Palapitta.  

Palapitta is the state bird of ‘Telangana’, Odisha and 

Karnataka.The Andhra Pradesh government has opted for 

jasmine as the state flower. 

2. The Telangana state was formed on 2nd June in 2014 

following the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh. 

Note: Telangana is situated on the centre-south stretch of 

the Indian peninsula on the high Deccan Plateau. 

Telangana is bordered by the states of Maharashtra to the 

north and northwest, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka to the west 

and Andhra Pradesh to the east and south. 

3. The Odisha Govt. has launched a health insurance scheme 

‘Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana’ for 

journalists of the state. 

Note: Under this scheme at least five members of the 

journalist’s family would be covered. In the first phase 

3233 working journalists would be covered to up to Rs. 2 

lakh a year.Health insurance cards would be distributed by 

the district offices of the District Information and Public 

Relations Offices (DIPRO). 

4. The Haryana Govt. has decided to give 15-days paternity 

leave to all male government employees to take care of 

new-born child.  

Note: The state government has also decided to raise the 

strength of women in police force from existing 11% to 

20%.  

5. The National Thermal Power Corporation Limited 

(NTPC) has adopted the iconic Charminar in Hyderabad 

under the Swachh Iconic Places Projects of India. 

Note: NTPC Ltd and Greater Hyderabad Municipal 

Corporation (GHMC) have signed a MoU for 

implementation of development and beautification works 

under 'Charminar Pedestrianization Project' in 

Hyderabad.The Charminar (Four Minarets) is a monument 

and mosque located in Hyderabad, Telangana, India. 

6. The helicopter taxi service ‘heli taxi service’ between 

Shimla and Chandigarh launched at Jubbarhatti airport, 

Shimla. 

Note: The heli taxi service has been introduced by Pawan 

Hans Ltd in collaboration with Himachal Pradesh 

government. The 20-seater chopper service will be 

operated by Pawan Hans helicopter and will be available 

on Mondays and Fridays. Tourists can take 20 minutes 

joyride in the chopper and introductory fare has been kept 

at Rs. 2999 (for one side). 

7. The Andhra Pradesh Govt. has announced to give a 

monthly allowance of Rs. 1,000 each to unemployed 

graduate youth in the state. 

Note: It will cover close to 10 lakh unemployed youth 

(upper age limit of 35) in the state. The entire scheme has 

a budget outlay of Rs. 1200 crores. 

8. Sports academy to be established for underprivileged 

children in Himachal Pradesh. 

Note: The Sports academy would be established in public-

private partnership mode with combined efforts of sports 

men, NGOs, and the state government. The Academy would 
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take shape soon as process of identifying suitable land has 

already begun in the state. 

9. The Maharashtra Govt. will provide financial grant of 

1,000 rupees per quintal to those farmers whose tur and 

gram could not be purchased by the administration before 

the 31st May. 

Note: The state government had set up tur procurement 

target of 44.6 lakh quintals. The state government will also 

give a financial aid of 160 crore rupees to farmers whose 

crops got damaged due to unseasonal rain or hailstorm.  

10. Polythene will be completely prohibited from 31st July in 

Uttarakhand state. 

Note: All the polythene vendors have been asked to finish 

the polyethene stock before 31st July. A comprehensive 

public awareness campaign will be launched on 

environmental damage caused by polythene, one week 

before the entire ban on polythene in the state.  

11. The Bihar govt. has launched a new crop insurance scheme 

with effect from Kharif (monsoon) this year. 

Note: The Bihar State Crop Assistance Scheme replaces the 

existing system of crop insurance. Under the scheme, 

farmers would be paid a compensation of Rs. 7500 per 

hectare, if less than 20% of the standing crop is damaged 

and Rs. 10,000 in case damage is more than 20%.  

12. The Punjab Govt. has launched a “Business First Portal” to 
give a big push towards the ease of doing business in the 
state. 
Note: The online portal will facilitate the industrialists for 
Regulatory Clearances and Fiscal Approvals, real-time 
tracking of applications at common platform.  

13. President Shri Ram Nath Kovind formally declared the 
state fruit of Tripura -- Queen Pineapple. 

14. Andhra Pradesh govt. has signed several pacts with 
Singapore’s consortium for the development of a start-up 
area (1,691 acres) in the new capital, Amaravati. 
Note: A special purpose vehicle for the startup area 
development signed the Concession Agreement and 
Development Agreement (CADA) and the Shareholders 
Agreement for the development of 6.84 sq km area (1691 
acres) in three phases over the next 15 years.The 
Singapore consortium will have 52% and ADC 48% stake 
in ADP, which will take up development projects in 656 
acres in the first phase in the next five years. 

15. The Assam government will soon launch awareness 
programme “Sanskar” against superstition. 

16. The Maharashtra govt. has signed pact with Quebec 
province of Canada to increase economic cooperation and 
welfare of the tribal community. 
Note: The key areas of focus are information technology, 
biotechnology, artificial intelligence and welfare of the 
tribal community. 

17. The Gujarat state has topped in the Composite Water 
Management Index (CWMI) of Niti Aayog. 
Note: Niti Aayog has ranked the states through first of its 
kind index on the composite water management, 
comprising 9 broad sectors with 28 different indicators 
covering various aspects. 

18. The Telangana state police have launched a mobile-based 
messenger application “Cop Connect” to provide real time 
information to police officers across the State. 
Note: The Telangana police have launched a mobile-based 
messenger application “COP CONNECT’ to provide real 
time information to over 60,000 police officers across the 

State. The app will also support the police department in 
improving quality of service delivered to public.   

19. Foundation Stone of ‘Auxiliary Production Unit & Artificial 
Limbs Fitting Centre’ at Faridabad. 
Note:  Once established, it will not only reinforce capacity 
of the Corporation but also provide other rehabilitation 
services like limbs fitting, disabled help centres, awareness 
generation about other schemes for empowerment of 
Divyangjan in NCR. 

20. President Ram Nath Kovind has approved imposition of 
Governor’s rule in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Note: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti 
(PDP leader) submitted her resignation to Governor NN 
Vohra, after coalition partner BJP pulled out from the 
alliance government with People's Democratic Party 
(PDP).President's rule refers to the suspension of the state 
Govt. and an imposition of direct Central Government rule 
in a state. 

21. The Telangana govt. will set up ‘District Child Protection 
Units (DCPU)’ in all 31 districts to implement child rights 
and prevent abuse of children. 
Note: Child Protection Units will coordinate and 
implement child rights and among its other objectives 
were to prevent child abuse and protect children. 

22. The Gujarat state has announced the Wind-Solar Hybrid 
Power Policy-2018. 
Note: Under this policy, the Minister has announced 50% 
concession in cross-subsidy surcharge and additional 
surcharge while selling electricity to any third party. The 
objective of the new policy is optimum utilization of land 
and grid land for clean energy - a new initiative worth 
emulating by other states. 

23. The Gujarat Govt. has launched a solar power scheme for 
farmers ‘Suryashakti Kisan Yojana’ (SKY) enabling them to 
generate electricity. 
Note: As per the scheme, farmers having existing 
electricity connection will be given solar panels as per 
their load requirements. The State and Central 
governments will give 60% subsidy on the cost of the 
project.  

http://www.gradeup.co/
https://xu75j.app.goo.gl/BqtR?openInBrowser=1


 
 www.gradeup.co  

 

16 | P a g e  

 
 

24. Haryana’s panchayat has passed a ‘No Toilet No Bride’ 
resolution to ensure the safety and well-being of its 
womenfolk-- Godikan. 
Note: Godikan has been already declared an Outdoor 
Defecation Free (ODF) panchayat.Now, the Godikan 
panchayat has become the first panchayat in the country to 
marry off girls only to families who have a toilet in their 
house. 

25. The Indore Municipal Corporation will issue bonds 
worth Rs. 170 crores aimed at ensuring economic 
participation of citizens in developmental activities of the 
city. 
Note: The amount obtained from bonds will be used for 
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT). Indore Municipal Corporation is the first in the 
state and third (Earlier Pune and Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation) in the country to issue such bonds.  

26. Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu has inaugurated the new 
State Cancer Institute Block at Kidwai Memorial Institute 
of Oncology in Bengaluru. 
Note: Mr Naidu also dedicated to the nation the new linear 
accelerators installed in the Institute with financial 

assistance from the Central Government. The new facility 
will cut short the waiting period for patients undergoing 
radiotherapy. 

27. Chief Minister ‘Naveen Patnaik’ has announced that 
insurance coverage for women under the Biju Swasthya 
Kalyan Yojana (BSKY) has been raised from Rs. 5 lakhs to 
Rs. 7 lakhs. 
Note: All the Beneficiaries under BSKY will be given 
Cashless Healthcare Assistance of Rs. 7 Lakh Per year (per 
family) from 15th August 2018. 

28. Madhya Pradesh has been awarded for reducing 
maternal mortality under Prime Minister's Safe 
Motherhood Campaign. 
Note: As per the report of the Registrar General of India 
(from 2014 to 2016), Madhya Pradesh has been registered 
an unprecedented 48-digit decline in maternal 
deaths.There has been a significant decline of 22% in the 
last three years in the state. The Prime Minister’s Safe 
Motherhood Campaign has been launched to ensure 
quality care of over 3 crore pregnant women of the 
country before delivery. 

 

 

Important News – World 
 

1. Twenty- six Countries will participate in the biennial 
Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) military exercise in and 
around the Hawaiian Islands, Southern California. 
Note:  RIMPAC known as the world's largest 
international maritime exercise. Theme this year is 
“Capable, Adaptive, Partners.” This year ‘RIMPAC’ 
involves 47 surface ships, five submarines, 18 national 
land forces, and more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 
personnel. 

2. India has signed the Mutual Recognition Agreement 
(MRA) in Nursing with Singapore.  
Note: This is the first MRA being signed by India with 
any of our FTA (Free Trade Agreements) partners. India 
and Singapore agreed to expand the coverage of tariff 
concessions, liberalize the rules of origin and incorporate 
new Product Specific Rules (PSRs) to further enhance the 
trade between the two countries. 

3. US has agreed for permanently restore the direct postal 
service to Cuba. 
Note: This service allows the postal delivery of mail, 
parcels, and express courier deliveries on direct flights 
between Cuba and the United States, and through post 
offices in both countries. 

4. A team of scientists have built a psychopathic AI using 
image pulled from Reddit-- Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT). 
Note: The purpose of the experiment was to test how 
data fed into an algorithm affects its "outlook".Norman 

was named after Alfred Hitchcock's Norman Bates from 
his classic horror film Psycho. 

5. The Bengaluru City hosted UN Global Compact Network 
India convention. 
Note: This year, the GCNI convention is of a greater 
significance as it is coinciding with the UN India Business 
Forum being hosted on 7th June. The theme of the event 
is 'Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

6. Singapore's Island Sentosa was the venue for the 12th 
June summit between US President Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 
Note:  According to Trump, his meeting with Kim would 
hopefully be the start of something big.Trump hopes to 
secure a nuclear deal with the North Koreans. 

7. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has participated in the 
SCO summit as a full-fledged member for the first time in 
Qingdao China. 
Note: The SCO was founded at a summit in Shanghai in 
2001 by the presidents of Russia, China, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 

8. The Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has 
signed MoU with Norway to extend the cooperation 
within health sector. Norway. 
Note: The cooperation will be extended through the 
Norway India Partnership Initiative (NIPI) for a period of 
three years starting from 2018 to 2020.The partnership 
shall also include areas related to maternal, new-born, 
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child health, and shall build on experiences from NIPI 
phase I and II.  

9. NASA has approved an extension of Juno’s science 
operations until July 2021. 
Note: The decision was taken after an independent panel 
of experts confirmed in April that Juno is on track to 
achieve its science objectives and is already returning 
spectacular results.NASA space probe ‘Juno’ was 
launched on August 5, 2011, as a part of NASA’s New 
Frontiers program to begin a scientific investigation of 
Jupiter. 

10. The 11th World Hindi Conference (WHC) to be held in -- 
Port Louis (Mauritius). 

Note: The main theme of the Conference is “Hindi 
Vishwa Aur Bharatiy Sanskriti”. The first World Hindi 
Conference was held 10 January 1975 in Nagpur, India. 
The World Hindi Conference is a major event organized 
every three years by the External Affairs Ministry. 

11. International Conference on Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) will be held in -- 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Note: The Theme of the two-day conference is 
“Sustainable Development Goals for Smart Society”. The 
objective of the conference is to bring government and 
private sector together for developing a plan of action 
using sustainable ICT applications.  

12. NASA's astronaut retired after returning from her last 
and longest spaceflight -- Peggy Whitson. 
Note: She spent more time off the planet than any other 
American (665 days) over three space station missions. 
She is also the world's most experienced female 
spacewalker, with 10 under her spacesuit belt. 

13. Papua New Guinea has declared a nine-month state of 
emergency in the Southern Highlands province and 
suspended its government. 
Note: Armed forces are being been sent to restore order 
after rioters resorted to looting and burning. 

14. Russia has successfully launched a Glonass- M 
positioning satellite by using a Soyuz-2.1b carrier rocket. 
Note: The Glonass network provides real-time 
positioning data for surface, sea, and airborne objects 
around the globe, at an accuracy reportedly at par with 
the U.S. Global Positioning System. 

15. Sri Lanka hosted the 2018 Asia and Oceania Region 
Inter-Governmental Ministerial meeting on anti-doping. 
Note: The two-day meeting discussed how to make the 
most of government engagement, ensure compliance 
with the world anti-doping code, support capacity 
building and a range of other topics.  

16. The specialist team from USA has started meeting with 
India to negotiate the text of military agreement 
“COMCASA”. 

17. The who country has recently withdrawn from the 
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHR) ___USA. 

18. The Conference on “International Decade for Action: 
Water for Sustainable Development, 2018-2028” was 
held in Tajikistan. 
Note: The two-day conference is being organized by the 
United Nations and Government of Tajikistan to discuss 
key water-related issues of sustainable development 
goals adopted by UN member countries. 

19. South Korea has agreed to suspend a joint military 
exercise with USA scheduled for August this year. 
Note: This decision was taken following President 
Donald Trump's pledge to end war games after his 
summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

20. The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) has agreed on a modest increase in oil 
production from next month.  
Note: The move comes after its leader Saudi Arabia 
persuaded arch-rival Iran to cooperate. The next formal 
OPEC meeting was set for 3rd December 2018. 

21. The union minister Rajnath Singh attended the 
ceremony for the construction of Mongolia’s first oil 
refinery at 'Stantsiin Hooloi' in Altanshiree Soum. 
Note: Ukhnaagin Khurelsukh (Prime Minister of 
Mongolia) and other dignitaries were present during the 
event.Mongolia hopes the project will boost the economy 
and reduce its dependence on foreign gasoline imports, 
particularly from Russia.  

22. The third annual Meeting of the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) held in Mumbai. 
Note: The theme for this year's meeting is "Mobilising 
Finance for Infrastructure: Innovation and 
Collaboration". 

23. Iran has banned imports of over 1300 products 
following the protest against the plunge of its currency to 
record low. 
Note: Due to rising prices and plummeting value of Iran's 
currency, thousands of traders in Tehran held a huge 
protest and gathered in front of parliament. 

24. India and the country has agreed to work together on a 
project to develop a naval base at the Assumption Island 
-- Seychelles. 
Note: The two sides also signed six pacts including a 
cyber security arrangement and White Shipping 
agreement between the two navies. India also announced 
a USD 100-million credit to Seychelles for augmenting its 
defence capabilities. 

25. British Queen approves Brexit law that will end 
membership of European Union (EU). 
Note: Britain's Queen Elizabeth grants royal assent to 
Prime Minister Theresa May's flagship Brexit legislation, 
formally end the country's European Union membership. 
The EU withdrawal bill (passed by both houses of 
parliament last week) has been signed into law by the 
monarch, to cheers from Conservative lawmakers. 
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26. The World Tolerance Summit (WTS) will be held in 
Dubai (United Arab of Emirates) from 15-16 November 
this year. 
Note: The theme of the summit is "Prospering from 
Pluralism: Embracing Diversity through Innovation and 
Collaboration". Around 1,000 government leaders 
including diplomats, youth representatives and media 
influencers as well as private and public personalities 
from all over the world will attend the summit. 

27. The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)'s fourth 
Annual Meeting will be held in July 2019 in 
Luxembourg. 
Note: Luxembourg is a founding member of AIIB as well 
as a leading international financial centre and facilitator 
of investments between Europe and Asia. The first AIIB 
Board of Governors meeting was held in Beijing in 2016, 

followed by Jeju, South Korea in 2017 and the third in 
Mumbai. 

28. India has voted against the draft decision at a special 
conference of the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in the Netherlands. 
Note: It has been India's consistent position that the use 
of chemical weapons anywhere under any circumstances 
cannot be justified and the perpetrators of such 
abhorrent acts must be held accountable. 

29. The space Agency NASA has delayed the launch of its 
flagship highly anticipated James Webb Space Telescope 
by another ten months (earlier scheduled May 2020) due 
to some technical challenges. 
Note: The move follows recommendation by an 
Independent Review Board (IRB) established by NASA to 
assess progress on the world’s premier science 
observatory.  

 

 
 

Honor & Awards 
 

1. Kendrick Lamar has won a Pulitzer Prize for Music for 
his acclaimed 2017 album DAMN during a ceremony at 
Columbia University in New York City. 
Note: The Pulitzer Prize for Music is one of the seven 
American Pulitzer Prizes that are annually awarded for 
Letters, Drama, and Music. Prizes are awarded yearly in 
twenty-one categories. 

2. The Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi has won the 
'Santokba Humanitarian Award- 2018’ for his services 
aimed at the betterment of society. 
Note: The award is given every year by the Sri 
Ramakrishna Foundation to people who have worked 
extensively for the betterment of society. 

3. Prime Minister Narendra Modi handed over the Padma 
Shri award to former Singaporean diplomat Prof. 
Tommy Koh.  
Note: Koh was among 10 ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) receipts of the award this 
year.Koh has served as Singapore's ambassador to the 
US and the UN, and as president of the third United 
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea in 1981 and 
1982.  

4. Veteran actor will be given the prestigious Lifetime 
Achievement honour at the upcoming International 
Indian Film Academy (IIFA) awards ceremony in 
Bangkok __ Anupam Kher. 
Note:  Mr. Kher has worked in over 500 films spanning 
across languages along with projects both in India and 
abroad for over three decades. Kher will be presented 
with the honour on June 24 at the 19th edition of IIFA. 

5. Noted social reformer Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak 
honored with Japan's prestigious Nikkei Asia Prize 
2018. 
Note: The Nikkei Asia Prize recognizes Dr. Pathak as 
“An Indian social reformer tackling two of his country’s 
biggest challenge poor hygiene and discrimination”. 
The award honors people in Asia who have made 
significant contributions in one of the three areas of 
regional growth (science, technology & innovation and 
culture & community). 

6. American fighter Ronda Rousey will become the first 
female MMA fighter to be inducted into the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship UFC’s Hall of Fame. 
Note: Rousey holding the bantamweight belt from 
2012 until 2015 and defended it six different 
times.Rousey had a 12-2 win-loss record, winning 11 of 
them within the first round of the fight. 

7. Anukreeth Vas crowned fbb Colors ‘Femina Miss India 
2018’ (55th edition) in an extravagant ceremony at 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Indoor Stadium, Mumbai. 
Note:  Meenakshi Chaudhary (21-year from Harayana) 
was declared the first runner-up while Shrey Rao 
Kamvarapu (23-year from Andhra Pradesh) stood as 
the second runner-up in the beauty competition. 

8. Who won the Best Picture Award at the International 
Indian Film Academy Awards 2018 in Bangkok ___ 
Tumhari Sulu. 

Some IIFA 2018 winners: 

• Best Film: Tumhari Sulu 

• Best Actor (Male): Irfan Khan (Hindi 
Medium) 
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• Best Actor (Female): Sridevi (Mom) 

• Best Director: AnirudhRoy Chaudhary 
(Pink) 

• Best Playback Singer (Male): Arijit Singh 
(Jab Harry Met Sejal) 

• Best Playback Singer (Female): Meghna 
Mishra (Secret Superstar) 

• Best Direction: Saket Chowdhary (Hindi 
Medium) 

9. The Chief minister has been conferred the ‘Chief 
Minister of the Year’ award for her remarkable work in 
e-governance ___ Vasundhara Raje. 
Note: The award was received by Raje’s OSD in 
advisory council Dr Anuj Saxena and joint director of IT 
department R L Solanki on her behalf. Union Steel 
Minister Chaudhary Birender Singh was the chief guest 
at the function. 

10. Who crowned India's first 'Tribal Queen’-- Pallavi 
Durua. 
Note: Odisha's Pallavi Durua (from Koraput district) 
was crowned as the first Tribal Queen at the Adi Rani 
Kalinga Tribal Queen competition held at Utkal 
Mandap.Panchami Majhi (of Titlagarh) and 
Rashmirekha Hansdah (of Mayurbhanj) were declared 
as the first and second runners-up of the beauty 
pageant respectively. 

11. Who has been named the 2018 World Food Prize in a 
ceremony at the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 
Washington ___Lawrence Haddad and David Nabarro 
Note: They dedicated their careers to improving the 
availability of nutritious food for pregnant women and 
children in effort to reduce the effects of malnutrition 
in developing countries.Dr. David Nabarro has worked 
with the World Health Organization and United Nations 
on health and hunger issues. 

Sports News 

1. According to the International Weightlifting Federation 
(IWF), Indian weightlifter Sanjita Chanu has tested 
positive for a banned anabolic steroid. 
Note: Recently, she had won a gold in the women's 53kg 
category in the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games. 

2. According to a Forbes’ compilation topped by American 
boxing champion -- Floyd Mayweather.  

3. According to a Forbes’ The only sportsperson from India 
to be featured in the list is ranked 83rd -- Virat Kohli. 

4. The ICC has included in their ODI rankings list apart from 
the 12 existing countries-- Nepal, Netherlands, 
Scotland and the UAE. 

5. South African speedster has won the South Africa’s 
Cricketer of the year award -- Kagiso Rabada. 
Note: Rabada collected a total of six awards, including 
Test cricketer of the year, one-day international player of 
the year and players' player of the year. This is the 
second time Rabada has bagged the prestigious award 
(earlier in 2016).  

6. India cricketer Mithali Raj has become the first Indian 
cricketer to score 2000 runs in Twenty20 Internationals 
(T20I). 
Note: She achieved the landmark after scoring a single 
off Oshadi Ranasinghe en route to her knock of 23 during 
India's seven-wicket win over Sri Lanka in the Women's 
Asia Cup T20 in Kuala Lumpur.India men's team captain 
Virat Kohli (1,983) is the next Indian on the list, followed 
by Rohit Sharma (1,852) and Suresh Raina (1,499). 

7. New Zealand Women's cricket team posted the highest 
ever total in One-day cricket by scoring an incredible 490 
for four against Ireland in Dublin. 

Note:  In men's cricket, the highest total in ODI is 444 for 
three, made by England against Pakistan in August 2016 
at Nottingham. In January 1997, New Zealand women 
team bettered world record of 455 for five against 
Pakistan at Christchurch. 

8. The Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports ‘Col 
Rajyavardhan Rathore’ has approved the upward 
revision of pension to meritorious Sports persons.  
Note: The medal winners at the Olympic and Para-
Olympic Games will get Rs 20000 as pension. The Gold 
medalist at World Cup and World Championship will be 
given Rs 16000, while Silver & Bronze medalist will get 
14 thousand rupees.The Gold medalist in Asian Games, 
Commonwealth Games and Para Asian Games will be 
given 14 thousand rupees while the Silver and Bronze 
medalist will get 12 thousand rupees as pension.  

9. Rafael Nadal has won the 11th French Open Men's 
Singles title. 
Note: He defeated Austrian Dominic Thiem in straight 
sets 6-4 6-3 6-2.Nadal joins Australia's Margaret Court as 
the only player to win 11 titles at the same major.The 
French Open officially called ‘Roland-Garros’ is a major 
tennis tournament held at the Stade Roland-Garros in 
Paris, France. 

10. Simona Halep has won the 2018 French Open women’s 
singles crown. 
Note: Romania's Simona Halep beat American Sloane 
Stephens 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 at Roland Garros to win the first 
Grand Slam title 2018 French Open Women’s Singles.This 
was Halep's fourth major final and has lost all three in 
the past. 
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11. India lifted the Intercontinental Cup football title in 
Mumbai. 
Note: Sunil Chhetri has become the joint second highest 
international goal scorer among active players along 
with Argentine superstar Lionel Messi with his 64th 
strike for the country against Kenya. 

12. Bangladesh clinched their maiden Women's Asia Cup 
T20 title at the Kinrara Academy Oval, Kuala Lumpur. 
Note: The 2018 Women's Twenty20 Asia Cup was the 
seventh edition of the ACC Women's Asia Cup, organized 
by the Asian Cricket Council (ACC). The tournament was 
contested between Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

13. Former world heavyweight champion David Haye 
announced his retirement from boxing. 
Note: He became only the second boxer (1st- American 
Evander Holyfield) to unify the cruiserweight titles and 
become a heavyweight world champion.In 2009, He beat 
Russian Nikolay Valuev to claim the WBA heavyweight 
crown. 

14. The first Indian player to score a century before lunch on 
the first day of the test against Afghanistan in Bengaluru -
- Shikhar Dhawan. 
Note: The first batsman to do so was Australia’s V.T. 
Trumper against England in 1902.  

15. Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel wins Canadian Grand Prix in 
Montreal. 
Note: Sebastian Vettel dominated the Canadian Grand 
Prix to retake the championship lead as Lewis Hamilton 
could finish only fifth for Mercedes.It was Vettel’s 50th 
career Formula One victory. 

16. Gaurav Bidhuri has settled for a bronze medal in 56kg 
of the Umakhanov Memorial Tournament in Kaspiysk, 
Russia. 
Note: World Championships bronze-medallist Bidhuri 
lost to Kazakhstan's Siroshiddin Abdullayev in a split 2-3 
decision, rounding off. 

17. The right to host the 2026 World Cup (23rd) after 
beating Morocco in a vote by FIFA member nations in 
Moscow -- United States, Mexico, and Canada. 
Note: The North American bid received 134 of the 203 
votes, while Morocco polled 65 in the ballot at a FIFA 
Congress held in Moscow.Football's World Cup event will 
return to the North American continent for the first time 
since 1994 when the United States hosted the 
tournament. 

18. Indian boxers bagged one Gold and two Silver medals at 
the Umakhanov Memorial Tournament in Russia. 
Note: In the final, Saweety Boora (India) won the coveted 
yellow metal in the Women's 75 kg category after 
beating local favourite Anna Anfinogenova. In the Men's 
section, Brijesh Yadav (81 kg division) and Virender 
Kumar (91 kgs) lost their Final bouts to settle for Silver 
medals.  

19. India’s long-distance runner Gavit Murali Kumar 
bagged a gold in men's 10,000 metre race at the Gouden 
Spike meeting in Leiden, The Netherlands. 
Note: Mr. Kumar clocked a personal best of 28 minutes 
43.34 seconds. It was also the second fastest time 
(Surendra Singh's: 28 minutes 02.89 seconds) by an 
Indian ever in the distance race. 

20. India beat Afghanistan in the one-off Test by an innings 
and 262 runs on the second day at Bengaluru. 
Note: India's bowlers bowled out Afghanistan for 109 
and 103 as the visitors were decimated in just two days. 
India compiled a sizeable 474 in the first session.  

21. The first Indian women cricketer to appear in Kia Super 
League in England -- Smriti Mandhana. 
Note: Smriti was signed by Western Storm and will 
represent them in the upcoming edition of the 
tournament that features six teams. The Women's 
Cricket Super League (WCSL) (also known as the Kia 
Super League) is a semi-professional women's cricket 
competition in England and Wales. 

22. Brooks Koepka won the US Open Golf Championship 
2018 (118th edition) in New York. 
Note: American golfer Brooks Koepka (28-years) has 
become the first player in 29 years to win back-to-back 
US Open titles at Shinnecock Hills in New York. 

23. England posted the highest total ever scored in a men's 
one-day international (ODI) of 481 for 6. 
Note: Earlier in 2016, England posted record ODI score 
following their 444 for 3 against Pakistan at this ground 
in England. 

24. Sri Lankan player Dinesh Chandimal has been charged 
with ball-tampering by the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) during a series in the West Indies. 
Note:According to the ICC (International Cricket 
Council), Chandimal was charged for breaching Level 
2.2.9 of the ICC Code of Conduct which relates to 
changing the condition of the ball. Ball tampering is an 
action in which a fielder illegally alters the condition of 
the ball. 

25. Roger Federer has won the Mercedes Cup in Stuttgart, 
Germany. 
Note: Federer beat his Canadian opponent Milos Raonic 
with a 6-4, 7-6 (7-3). The Stuttgart Open is an ATP World 
Tour 250 series tennis tournament on the ATP Tour.  

26. The ICC Women's World T20 will be held from 9th to 
24th November this year in West Indies. 
Note: The ICC Women's World Twenty20 is the biannual 
international championship for women's Twenty20 
International cricket organized by the sport's governing 
body, the International Cricket Council (ICC). 

27. Saurabh Chaudhary has set a new world record in the 
10m air pistol event at the ISSF Junior World Cup in Suhl, 
Germany. 
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Note: Mr. Chaudhary shot a total of 243.7 in the 10m air 
pistol event and won a gold medal. 

28. Hockey Champions Trophy 2018 (37th edition) held in 
the Netherlands. 
Note: Six teams (Netherlands, Australia, Argentina, 
Belgium, India, and Pakistan) are participated in the 
tournament from 23rd June to 1st July 2018. 

29. Indian swimmer clinches the gold medal in men's 50 
meters breaststroke event at the Singapore National 
Swimming Championships in Singapore -- Sandeep 
Sejwal. 
Note:Sandeep broke the Singapore meet record with a 
timing of 27:59 seconds to win the gold.Virdhawal Khade 
grabbed a creditable silver medal in the 50 meters 
freestyle event with a timing of 22.68 seconds. 

30. Assam Chief Minister ‘Sarbanand Sonowal’ has 
inaugurated the 58th National Interstate Senior Athletics 
meet in Guwahati. 
Note: The Indian athletics team for the upcoming Asian 
Games to be held at Jakarta (from 18th August to 2nd 
September) will be selected from this meet. The Athletics 
Federation of India is the apex body for running and 
managing athletics in India and affiliated to the IAAF, 
AAA and Indian Olympic Association. 

31. Ace Indian archer clinched a gold medal in the women's 
recurve event at stage three of World Cup in Salt Lake 
City,USA -- Deepika Kumari. 
Note: Deepika defeated Michelle Kroppen of Germany 7-
3. Deepika has automatically qualified for the Archery 
World Cup Final to be held in Samsun of Turkey later this 
year. 
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